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Fact Sheet | Ants 

Four tips for ant prevention 

Unlike other pests, ants do not pose a serious threat to the users of your facilities. They can be a nuisance, 
however. There are four ways to prevent ant problems: 

Limit eating areas 

The most important step in combating ants is to be sure that eating areas are limited and that they are cleaned 
thoroughly on a daily basis. If there is no food they are not going to stay long. This is an area that will require the 
assistance of the administrator, teaching staff and students.   

Sanitize properly 
Proper sanitation eliminates cluttered and disorganized areas. It is very important that items that are not being 
used be removed from the building or discarded. Clutter promotes pest problems.   

Keep pests out 
If the ants are coming through a crack in the wall or floor, the use of a good silicone caulk will often resolve the 
problem. Latex and siliconized acrylic caulks do not work for sealing out ants; they quickly chew through these 
caulks. If the crack is deep, it is helpful to put dry borax in the crack and then seal it.  EnviroSafe uses Silicone II, 
which is a low odor formulation. 

Store items properly 
Since it is not realistic that you will be able to seal all the entry points, it is very important that proper storage is 
exercised. Food items should be stored in sealed glass, metal or heavy plastic containers.  Zip lock bags do not 
classify as proper storage. Items such as colored macaroni, rice, candy, cookies, crackers, and others are ant 
food. Inspect preschool and kindergarten rooms and educate teachers about the importance of sealing these 
items. 

What to do when you have an ant problem 

Clean areas of ant activity with Eco Wash, which helps remove pheromones associated with ant trails as well as 
the minute food sources that the ants are feeding on. For general cleaning, mop with two ounces per gallon. For 
areas of high ant activity (ant trails and mounds) spot clean with Eco Wash mixed at 4 ounces per quart of water. 
A cup of borax per gallon of mop water can also be added to help with problem areas. When mixing, add the 
borax to the water last.  

Mix a ¼ cup of peanut butter, light corn syrup, jelly or frosting with 1 to 2 teaspoons of borax laundry soap. Place 
this mix in areas of ant activity. To determine which to use, observe what the ants are eating in the area already. 

Vacuum visible ants and sand, and place any of the following along ant trails and entry points: dry borax, talcum 
powder or medicated body powder. This should be placed down dry and swept or brushed into the crack the ants 
are entering. To protect these products from being mopped or swept away, lightly cover the crack with duct tape 
after applying the product. It usually takes about 10 to 14 days for the scent trail to be totally removed. After 14 
days, remove the duct tape and clean up any remaining product. Seal the entrance point with a good silicone 
caulk. 


